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PLAIN  FACTS. 


With  plain  and  honest  people  facts  are  always  important 
things.  This  is  the  case  in  all  matters,  but  particularly  in 
those  whicli  are  connected  with  religion,  which  consists  of 
transactions  between  God  and  the  soul.  The  facts  svith 
which  we  have  now  to  do  are  these  : — -That  the  Bible  is 
the  word  of  God,  and  that  there  is  no  other  revelation  of 
Him,  than  that  which  he  has  given  us  in  that  Book  of 
Life.  I  shall  show  you  why  I  have  made  this  statement. 
There  are  men  come  to  us,  who  profess  that  they  have 
found  a  revelation,  which  they  say  is  from  God.  I  will 
prove  by  facts  that  what  they  say  cannot  be  true,  because 
the  widow  of  the  man  who  wrote  the  book,  which  they 
pretend  is  a  revelation  of  God,  has  published  a  letter, 
proving  that  it  was  written  by  her  late  husband  ;  it  is, 
therefore,  no  revelation  from  God  as  they  pretend,  and 
those  who  preach  it  know,  or  should  know,  that  they  are 
spreading  a  delusion,  which  must  in  the  end  destroy  the 
souls  of  all  those  who  are  misled  by  them  ;  for  salvation 
stands  in  and  on  truth — the  truth  of  God,  and  that  alone. 

They  call  themselves  "  INIormonites,"  or  "  Latter- 
day  Saints."  The  seeds  of  this  wretcherl  imposture 
were  imported  about  three  years  ago  from  the  United  States 
t)f  America.  Tlie  book,  from  which  these  dehided  people 
derive  their  name,  contains  about  600  pages  of  closely 
printed  matter.  The  title-page  may  be  considered  as  a 
specimen  of  the  blasphemous  jargon  of  the  whole.  I 
copy  it  nearly  at  length. 

"  The  Hook  of  Mormon  : — An  account  written  by  the 
"  hand  of  Mormon  upon  plates  taken  from  the  plates  of 
"  Ncphi  ;  wherefore  it  is   an  abridgment  of  the   record  of 
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*'  the  people  of  Neplil,  and  also  of  the  Lamanites,  written  to 
"  the  Lamanites,  who  are  a  remnant  of  tlie  house  of 
"  Israel  ;  and  also  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  written  by  way  of 
"  commandment,  and  also  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy  and 
"  revelation.  Written  and  sealed  up,  and  hid  up  unto  the 
"  Lord,  that  they  might  not  be  destroyed,  to  come  forth 
"  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God  unto  the  interpretation 
"  thereof,  &c." 

"  An  abridgment  taken  from  the  book  of  Ether  ;  all 
"  which  is  a  record  taken  from  the  people  of  Jared,  who 
*'  were  scattered  at  the  time  the  Lord  confounded  the 
"  language  of  the  people  when  they  were  building  a  tower 
'•'  to  get  to  heaven,  which  is  to  show  unto  the  remnant  of  the 
"  house  of  Israel  what  great  things  the  Lord  hath  done  for 
"  their  fathers.  *  *  *  And  also  for  the  convincing 
*'  of  Jew  and  Gentile  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  And  now, 
"  if  there  are  faults,  they  are  the  faults  of  men,  wherefore 
"  condemn  not  the  things  of  God,  &c.  *  *  *  * 
"Translated  by  Joseph  Smith,  junr.,  Kirtland,  Ohio; 
"  printed  by  O.  Cowdroy  and  Co.,    1837/' 

According  to  a  passage  of  one  of  these  books,  it  pur- 
ports to  be  originally  written  in  characters  which  are  called 
among  us  the  reformed  Egyptian.  About  thirty  pages,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  volume,  contain  a  pliig:arlsm  from 
the  Holy  Gospels — that  is,  are  copied  from  them  ;  the 
remaining  580  pages,  are  of  the  most  stupid  character, 
and  were  intended  originally,  as  I  shall  proceed  to  show, 
for  jxiblication  as  a  Novel  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  its  plainlv 
being  a  work  of  fiction,  the  preachers  of  tills  new  sect,  as 
I  have  stated,  call  it  a  revelation  and  prophecy  from  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Appended  to  the  book  is  the  testimony  of 
three  witnesses,  who  pretend  to  have  seen  the  plates  which 
contain  this  record  ;  and  also  the  testimony  of  eight  more 
witnesses,  who  likewise  pretend  that  the  plates,  of  which 
Joseph  Smith,  junr.,  hath  spoken,  have  the  appearance  of 
gold.  It  contains  also,  appended,  the  following  unfounded 
statement  : — "  And  we  declare  with  words  of  soberness, 
that  an  angel  from  God  came  down  from  heaven,  and  he 
brought  and  laid  before  our  eyes,  that  we  beheld  and  saw 
the  plates,  and  the  engravings  thereon."  This  Information 
I   have   extracted  from  the  Christian  Spectator,  published 


in  London,  by  the  Tract  Society,  which  received  the 
account  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  Preston  House  of 
Correction,   October,    1839. 

Such  is  the  statement,  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  you, — and  now  I  will  proceed  to  shew  how  this 
delusion  was  first  set  forth,  after  which,  I  shall  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  what  I  myself  have  seen  and  read  about 
them,  —  and  also  point  out,  how  awful  the  consequences 
must  be  to  those  who  are  misled  by  these  ignorant  and 
sinful  men,  whose  pretended  Bible  is  a  lie,  and  whose 
y)rofession  of  faith,  mingling  as  It  does  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  with  awful  blasphemies  and 
customs  opposed  to  the  Word  of  God,  cannot  but  subject 
them  to  the  wrath  of  God  in  the  world  to  come.  My 
object  is  not  to  mislead  by  false  statements  or  pretended 
truths — I  write  only  facts — and  wish  by  them  to  shew 
you  as  plainly  as  I  am  able,  and  in  words  as  simple  as  I 
can  use,  the  untrue  and  damnable  doctrines  of  these  false 
prophets  and  teachers. 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Matilda  Davidson, 
formerly  wife  of  the  late  Solomon  Spaulding,  the 
writer  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  he  died  in  1816,  at 
Amity,  Washington  County,  America.  She  is  now 
living,  as  are  most  of  the  witnesses,  mentioned  by  her  in 
her  letter  ;  so  that  whatever  those  interested  in  the  setting 
forth  of  the  false  statements  may  say  to  the  contrary,  we 
have  living  witnesses  to  their  folly  and  wickedness  :— 

"  As  this  book  has  excited  much  attention,  and  has 
been  put,  bv  a  certain  new  sect,  in  the  place  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures,  I  deem  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  public,  to 
state  what  I  know  touching  its  origin.  That  its  claims  to 
a  Divine  origin  are  wholly  unfounded,  needs  no  proof  to  a 
mind  unperverted  by  the  grossest  delusion.  That  any 
sane  person  should  rank  it  higher  than  any  other  merely 
human  composition,  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  astonish- 
ment; yet  it  is  received  as  Divine,  by  some  who  dwell  in 
enlightened  New  England,  and  even  by  those  who  have 
sustained  the  character  of  devoted  Christians.  Learning 
recently,  that  Mormonism  had  found  its  way  into  a  church 
in  Massachussets,  and  has  impregnated  some  of  its  mem- 


6 

bers  with  Its  gross  delusions,  so  that  excommunication  has 
been  necessary,  I  am  determined  to  delay  no  longer  doing 
what  I  can  to  strip  the  mask  from  this  monster  of  sin,  and 
to  lav  open  this  pit  of  abomination 

"  The  Rev.  Solomon  Spaulding,  to  whom  I  was  united 
in  marriage  in  early  life,  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College,  and  distinguished  for  lively  imaginations  and  great 
fondness  for  history-  At  the  time  of  our  marriage  he 
resided  in  Cheny  Valley,  New  York.  From  this  place  we 
removed  to  New  Salem,  Ashtabula  couuty,  Ohio,  some- 
times called  Conneaiit,  as  it  is  situate  on  Conneaut  Creek. 
Shortly  after  our  removal  to  this  place  his  health  sunk, 
and  he  was  laid  aside  from  active  labours.  In  the  town  of 
New  Salem  there  are  numerous  mounds  and  forts,  supposed 
by  many  to  be  the  dilapidated  dwellings  and  fortifications 
of  a  race  now  extinct.  These  ancient  relics  arrested  the 
attention  of  the  new  settlers,  and  became  the  objects  of 
research  for  the  curious.  Numerous  implements  were 
found,  and  other  articles  evincing  great  skill  in  the  arts. 
Mr.  Spaulding,  being  an  educated  man,  and  passionately 
fond  of  history,  took  a  lively  interest  in  these  develope- 
ments  of  antiquity  ;  and,  in  order  to  beguile  the  hours  of 
retirement,  and  furnish  employment  for  his  lively  imagina- 
tion, he  conceived  the  idea  of  civinfT  an  historical  sketch  of 
this  long  lost  race.  Their  extreme  antiquity,  of  course, 
would  lead  him  to  write  in  the  most  ancient  style,  and  as 
the  Old  Testament  is  the  most  ancient  book  in  the  world, 
he  imitated  its  style  as  nearly  as  possible.  His  sole  object 
in  writing  this  historical  romance  was  to  amuse  himself  and 
his  neighbours.  This  was  about  the  year  1812.  Hull's 
surrender  at  Detroit  occurred  near  the  same  time,  and  I 
well  recollect  the  date  from  that  circumstance.  As  he 
progressed  in  his  narrative,  the  neighbours  would  come  in, 
from  time  to  time,  to  hear  portions  read,  and  a  great 
interest  in  the  work  was  excited  among  them.  It  claimed 
to  have  been  written  by  one  of  the  lost  nation,  and  to 
have  been  recovered  from  the  earth,  and  assumed  the  title 
of  '  Manuscript  Found.'  The  neighbours  would  often 
inquire  how  Mr.  S.  progressed  in  deciphering  '  the 
manuscript ;'  and  when  he  had  a  sufficient  portion  prepared, 
begged  he  would  inform  them,  and  thev  would  assemble  to 


hear  it  read.  He  was  enabled,  from  his  acquaintance  with 
the  classics  and  ancient  history,  to  introduce  many  singular 
names,  which  were  particularly  noticed  by  the  people,  and 
could  easily  be  recognised  by  them.  Mr.  Solomon 
Spaulding  had  a  brother,  Mr.  John  Spaulding,  residing  in 
the  place  at  the  time,  who  was  perfectly  familiar  with  this 
work,  and  repeatedly  heard  the  whole  of  it  read. 

"  From  New  Salem  we  removed  to  Pittsburgh.  Here 
Mr.  S.  found  an  acquaintance  and  friend  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Patterson,  an  editor  of  a  newspaper.  He  exhibited 
his  manuscript  to  Mr.  P.,  who  was  very  much  pleased 
with  it,  and  borrowed  it  for  perusal.  He  retained  it  a 
long  time,  and  informed  Mr.  S.  that,  if  he  would  make 
out  a  title-page  and  preface,  he  would  publish  it,  and  it 
might  be  a  source  of  profit.  This  Mr.  S.  refused  to  do, 
for  reasons  which  I  cannot  now  state.  Sidney  Rigdon, 
who  has  figured  so  largely  in  the  *  History  of  the  Mor- 
mons.' was  at  this  time  connected  with  the  printing-office 
of  Mr.  Patterson,  as  is  well  known  in  that  region,  and  as 
Rigdon  himself  has  frequently  stated.  Here  he  had  ample 
opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Spaulding's 
manuscript,  and  to  copy  it  if  he  chose.  It  was  a  matter  of 
notoriety  and  interest  to  all  who  were  connected  with  the 
printing  establishment.  At  length,  the  manuscript  was 
returned  to  its  author,  and  soon  after  we  removed  to  Amity, 
Washington  County,  where  Mr.  S.  deceased  in  1816. 
The  manuscript  then  fell  into  my  hands,  and  was  carefully 
preserved.  It  has  frequently  been  examined  by  niv  daughter, 
Mrs.  McKenstry,  of  Monson,  Massachussets,  with  whom 
1  now  reside,  and  by  other  friends.  After  the  '  Book  of 
Mormon  '  came  out,  a  copy  of  it  was  taken  to  New  Salem, 
the  place  of  Mr.  Spaulding's  former  residence,  and  to  the 
very  place  where  the  '  Manuscript  Found  '  was  written. 
A  woman  preacher  appointed  a  meeting  there,  and  in  the 
meeting  read  and  repeated  copious  extracts  from  the  '  Book 
of  Mormon.'  The  historical  part  was  immediately  recog- 
nised bv  all  the  older  inhabitants,  as  the  identical  work  of 
Mr.  S.,  in  which  they  had  been  so  deeply  interested  years 
before.  Mr.  John  Spaulding  was  present,  who  is  an 
eminently  pious  man,  and  recognised  perfectly  the  work  of 
his  brother.      He  was  amazed  and   afflicted  that  it  should 
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have  been  perverted  to  so  wicked  a  purpose.  His  grief 
found  vent  in  a  flood  of  tears,  and  he  arose  on  the  spot, 
and  expressed  to  the  meeting  his  deep  sorrow  and  regret, 
that  the  writings  of  his  sainted  brother  should  be  used  for 
a  purpose  so  vile  and  shocking.  The  excitement  in  New 
Salem  became  so  great,  that  the  inhabitants  had  a  meeting, 
and  deputed  Dr.  Philastus  Hurlbut,  one  of  their  number, 
to  repair  to  this  place,  and  to  obtain  from  me  the  original 
manuscript  of  Mr.  Spaulding,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
paring it  with  the  '  Mormon  Bible,'  to  satisfy  their  own 
minds,  and  to  prevent  their  friends  from  embracing  an 
error  so  delusive.  This  was  in  the  year  1834.  Dr. 
Hurlbut  brought  with  him  an  introduction,  and  request 
for  the  manuscript,  signed  by  Messrs.  Henry  Lake,  Aaron 
Wright  and  others,  with  all  whom  I  was  acquainted,  as 
they  were  my  neighbours  when  I  resided  in  New  Salem. 

"  I  am  sure  that  nothing  could  grieve  niv  husband  more, 
were  he  living,  than  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  his 
work.  The  air  of  antiquity  which  was  thrown  about  the 
composition  doubtless  suggested  the  idea  of  converting  it 
to  purposes  of  delusion.  Thus  an  historical  romance, 
with  additions  of  a  few  pious  expressions  and  extracts 
from  the  sacred  Scriptures,  has  been  construed  into  a  new 
Bible,  and  palmed  off  upon  a  company  of  poor  deluded 
fanatics  as  Divine.  I  have  given  the  previous  brief  nar- 
ration, that  this  work  of  deep  deception  and  wickedness 
may  be  searched  to  the  foundation,  and  its  author  exposed 
to  the  contempt  and  execration  lie  so  justly  deserves. 
"  Matilda  Davidson." 

With  a  Tract,  written  by  an  Elder,  whose  name  is  not 
given,  a  lad  came  into  our  neighbourhood,  and  having  a 
new  thing  to  set  forth,  and  novelty  being  attractive,  many, 
prompted  by  curiosity,  went  to  hear.  They  became 
excited,  and  some  more  easily  led  than  they  should  have 
been,  with  little  consideration,  and  being  earnestly  urged 
into  it,  were  induced  to  follow  this  self-appointed  preacher 
(who  had  but  one  sermon,  as  it  was  called,'  to  deliver,  and 
had  to  go  away  at  the  beginnmg  of  the  week,  to  receive 
his  instructions  for  his  next  address.)  He,  from  the  first, 
set  about  baptizing.     Most  of  you  know  him,  or  at   least 
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have  heard  of  him.  He  is  called  by  the  followers  of  the 
new  light  "  Brother  John  Baptist" 

There  have  also  come  to  us  two  or  three  other  false 
teachers,  one  professing  to  come  from  America,  but  whose 
tongue  tells  more  of  Lancashire  or  Cheshire,  than  of  that 
Continent  ;  who  can  hardly  read  the  book  he  pretends  to 
expound,  and  who  denies  that  the  Bible  is  the  whole  truth 
of  God. 

Weak  and  deluded  men  and  women,  who  suffer  feeling 
to  stand  in  the  place  of  reason,  and  who  for  the  folly  of 
poor  sinful  man  setting  forth  strange  things,  have  lost 
sight  of  God's  word  and  their  Christian  faith,  have  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  baptized.  Among  those  who  have 
been  so  baptized,  some  are  well  known  for  their  weakness, 
wickedness,  and  ignorance. 

The  tract  which  the  lad  brought  with  him,  is  little  more 
than  a  misquotation  of  passages  of  Scripture.  Its  chief 
object  is  to  misrepresent  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  to  abuse  all  her  Ministers,  as  well  as  all 
preachers  and  followers  of  Christ,  wluitever  be  their  name 
and  denomination,  who  receive  not  their  pretended  revela- 
tion. This  tract  is  connected  with  tlie  Book  of 'Mormon, 
and  pretends  to  be  a  revelation  also,  for  after  quoting  in 
part  the  commencement  of  St.  Luke's  Gospel,  it  goes  on 
to  say,  "  It  seemeth  good  unto  me,  and  also  unto  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  write  unto  you,  that  you  may  know  of  a 
certainty  your  standing  and  relation  to  God,  and  also  of 
the  times  and  seasons  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  words  of 
his  servants  the  prophets.''  It  also  refers  to  the  appear- 
ance of  an  angel,  as  shewn  forth  in  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
I  state  this  to  prove  the  connection  between  those  who 
have  come  to  you,  and  the  followers  of  the  delusion  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  that  they  may  not  deny  what  facts 
prove  to  be  true  :  and  I  have  just  received  from  a  Brother 
Minister,  the  following  fact,  which  will  likewise  prove  t!ie 
connection, — in  describing  a  conversation  held  with  a 
young  woman  who  has  heard  them,  and  whose  sister  has 
been  deluded  by  them,  he  made  use  of  the  word  '  Mor- 
raonite,' — "  O  yes,"  she  said,  "  my  sister  tells  me  that  is 
their  name,  they  go  by  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  thev 
sav,  that  the  Bible  is  only  true  in  part." 
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These  men,  in  their  addresses  to  the  people,  mingle 
up  lies  and  abuse,  that  they  may  gain  over  those  that  are 
disaffected.  They  thereloy  prove,  that  they  are  promoting 
those  delusions  foretold  by  St.  Paul,  1  Tim.  iv.,  1,  "  Now 
the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  that  in  the  latter  times 
some  shall  depart  from  the  faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing 
spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils."  As  also  2  Tim.  iv.,  3,  4, 
"  For  the  time  will  come  when  they  will  not  endure  sound 
doctrine,  but  after  their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to 
themselves  teachers,  having  itching  ears ;  and  they  shall 
turn  aw.ay  their  ears  from  the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned 
unto  fables," 

Fanaticism  has  always  a  rapid  growth,  when  it  is 
fostered  by  ignorance,   or  nurtured  by  ill  desion. 

There  is  no  revelation  from  God  but  that  which  proceeds 
from  Hlni ;  2  Tim.  ill.  16,  17,  "All  Scripture  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness;  that  the  man  of 
God  may  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works." 
The  Apostle,  in  the  verses  before  these  I  have  now  quoted, 

thus  exhorts  the  child   of  God "  Evil  men  and  seducers 

shall  wax  worse  and  worse,  decelvins  and  being  deceived. 
But  continue  thou  in  the  things  which  thou  hast  learned 
and  hast  been  assured  of,  knowing  of  whom  thou  hast 
learned  them,  and  that  from  a  child  thou  hast  known  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto 
salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Here  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  not  pretended  revelations 
from  Angels,  are  spoken  of  as  being  able  to  make  men 
wise  unto  salvation.  The  word  of  God's  revelation  is 
closed  for  ever.  The  Spirit  thus  declares  the  fact.  Rev. 
xxil.  18,  19,  "  If  any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things, 
God  shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  In  this 
hook  ;  and  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the  words  of 
the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take*away  his  part  out 
of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  Holy  City,  and  from  the 
things  which  are  written  in  this  book."  And  in  the  Book 
of  Proverbs  it  is  thus  written,  Prov.  xxx.  5,  6  :  "  Every 
word  of  God  is  pure :  he  is  a  shield  unto  them  that  put 
their  trust  in  him.  Add  thou  not  unto  his  words,  lest  he 
reprove  thee,  and  thou  be  found  a  liar." 
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It  has  now  been  proved  to  you  that  the  Book,  which  these 
Morraonltes  represent  as  being  a  revelation  from  God,  is  a  He. 
This  I  have  done  by  shewing  you  its  origin,  and  by  facts 
manifesting  that  it  came  not  from  God,  but  from  a  man, 
who  never  declared  it  to  be  of  God,  whose  wife,  brother, 
and  friends  all  alike  unite  in  doing  what  they  can  "  to 
strip  the  mask  from  this  monster  of  sin,  and  to  lay  open 
this  pit  of  abomination."  I  quote  the  very  words  of  the 
wife  of  Solomon  Spaulding,  the  author  of  the  Book. 

I  have  shewn,  too,  that  the  Brother  of  this  man,  who 
knew  all  about  the  writing  of  the  fable,  expressed  in  a 
meeting  of  those  whowere  deluded,  his  deep  sorrow  and  regret, 
that  the  writings  of  his  brother  should  be  used  for  a  pur- 
pose so  vile  and  shocking.  I  have  shewn  that  men  of 
learning  and  piety  sought  into  the  truth  of  the  thing,  and 
were  most  anxious  to  prevent  their  friends  from  embracing 
an  error  so  delusive. 

I  have  likewise  shewn  that  Matilda  Davidson,  the  late 
wife  of  Spaulding,  has  been  iuduced  to  write  a  letter,  that 
the  awful  state  of  those  who  have  been  misled  to  the 
palming  off  of  this  book  of  Mormon,  upon  a  company 
of  poor  deluded  fanatics  as  Divine,  may  be  shewn  ;  that 
the  deep  deception  and  wickedness  may  be  searched  to  the 
foundation,  and  I  pray  Almighty  God,  who  alone  knows 
the  heart  and  the  motives  of  our  actions,  to  grant  that  the 
result  of  this  may  be,  that  the  wicked  author  of  this  lie, 
and  the  sinful  teachers  of  this  delusion,  may  be  exposed  to 
the  contempt  and  execration  they  alike  so  justly  deserve. 

I  have  shewn  you  what  they  profess :  they  add  to  and 
mingle  up  with  the  word  of  the  living  God,  foohsh  and 
damnable  doctrines  ;  they  pervert  therefore  the  truth 
of  the  Gospel,  and  are,  when  they  renounce  the 
baptism  of  the  faith  in  Christ  founded  alone  on  revelation 
— the  revelation  of  God — in  the  awful  state  of  the  lapsed 
or  fallen  from  Christ,  and  are  therefore  without  the  pale 
of  His  salvation,  open  also  to  the  excommunication  of  the 
Church  of  Christ— that  is,  cut  off  from  Christian  communion, 
and  if  they  die  in  the  lapsed  state,  open  to  being  denied 
Christian  burial.  In  time  cut  off  from  Christian  communion  ; 
and  in  eternity,  if  so  dying  out  of  Christ,  lost  for  ever.  This 
must  be  true  if  Christ  is  the  only  way,  truth,  and  light, 
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for  they  point  out  another  way — they  appeal  to  another 
so  called  truth — that  of  Mormon  :  and  seek  guidance  from 
another  light  than  that  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy  One — 
that  of  the  wicked  lie  Mormon. 

Again,  I  pronounce  these  false  teachers  to  be  truly 
dangerous  in  another  point  of  view,  because,  quoting  our 
Scriptures,  they  blind  the  ignorant  to  the  fact  of  their 
sinful  mingling  of  truth  with  open  falsehood.  Why  do 
they  do  this  ?  They  adapt  their  teaching  to  their  hearers. 
You  would  not  have  received  their  simple  teaching  of  the 
doctrines  of  Mormon,  and  therefore  they  use  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  which  they  know  you  believe,  that  they  may 
swell  their  numbers,  and  augment  their  power  of  teaching 
their  sinful    doctrines. 

I  know  they  will  seek  to  deny  this,  but  facts  condemn 
them.  I  have  witnesses  to  prove  the  following  statement. 
When  they  first  baptised  ten  persons,  they  required 
this  profession  of  faith  : — Dost  thou  believe  that  an 
angel  has  appeared  in  America  ?  Wilt  thou  renounce 
all  other  religions  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Having 
answered  yes,  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  But  within  a  few  weeks, 
the  men  who  baptized,  finding  that  these  Mormonitish 
questions  did  not  answer  their  purpose,  but  prevented 
others  from  joining  them,  they  no  longer  used  them,  but 
simply  made  mention  of  the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  that  it  might  appear  they  were  only  Baptists 
and  not  Morraonites.      Facts,  you  see,  are  stubborn  things. 

It  can  easily  be  proved,  too,  that  they  have  used  and 
quoted  the  book  I  mention  at  their  meetings,  and  have 
declared  that  parts  of  the  Bible  are  the  "  words"  or  "  works  " 
of  bad  men  and  bad  women — an  assertion  which  at  once 
ranks  them  with  the  infidel  deniers  of  the  inspiration  of 
the  Bible.  Hear,  therefore,  what  the  Apostle  St.  John 
saith,  ii.  John's  Epistle,  8,  9,  10,  11,  "Look  to  your- 
selves that  we  lose  not  those  things  which  we  have  wrought, 
but  that  we  receive  a  full  reward.  Whosoever  transgresseth, 
and  sbideth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ  hath  not  God  ; 
he  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  he  hath  both  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and 
bring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into   your   house. 
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neitlier  bid  him  God  speed.  For  he  that  hiddeth  Iiim  God 
speed  is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds."  Hear  also  what  St. 
Paul  salth,  Gal.  i.  6 — 9,  "  I  marvel  that  ye  are  so  soon 
removed  from  him  that  called  you  into  the  grace  of  Christ, 
unto  another  Gospel  ;  which  is  not  another  ;  but  there  be 
some  that  trouble  you,  and  would  pervert  the  Gospel  of 
Christ.  But  though  we  or  an  angel  from  heaven  preach 
any  other  Gospel  unto  you,  than  that  which  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed."  Was  the  Book 
of  Mormon — its  baptism — its  folly,  preached  of  Paul  ? 
Was  it  of  Christ  ?  No ;  for  no  lie  is  of  the  truth. 
Therefore,  with  holy  Paul,  loving  the  truth  of  Christ,  we 
say,  let  those  who  preach  the  fable  of  Mormon,  altliough 
with  it  they  mingle  parts  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  be 
accursed. 

May  you,  ray  people,  over  whom  I  watch  in  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  see  the  sin  of  following  on  with  those,  who  thus 
inde  Christ  to  exhibit  man  and  his  devices  !  May  the 
truth  of  Jesus,  the  sole  Redeemer  of  mankind,  be  that 
you  love  and  follow — may  your  baptism  be  that  of  the 
Churcli  of  Christ — that  also  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which 
we  believe  to  be  given  to  those  who  are  set  apart  unto  Him 
thereby,  and  are  led  by  His  Spirit's  sanctifying  power  to 
become  his  true  and  holy  children. 

I  cannot  at  this  time  enter  upon  the  examination  of  the 
branches  which  spring  from  this  delusion  ;  but  having 
shewn  you  that  the  stem  of  the  tree  from  which  they  spring 
is  false  and  fanatical,  I  would  now  leave  it  to  your  common 
sense  to  declare  whether  these  facts  are  not  such  as  should 
warn  all  men  from  following  such  a  delusion. 

One  word,  however,  in  conclusion — it  is  a  word  of 
prayer.  May  God  give  unto  all  of  us,  the  wisdom  which 
cometh  from  above,  and  enable  us  to  see  and  follow  after 
that  which  is  good.  His  word  is  good,  because  it  is 
truth.  Let  us  chng  only  unto  that,  and  simply  looking 
therein  for  guidance  — let  us  seek  strength  to  dwell  upon 
his  promises,  to  love  his  commandments,  and  in  all  things 
to  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  loved  us 
and  given  himself  for  us. 

If  apology  were  needed  for  the  distribution  of  this  tract 
among  my  people,  I   should  plead  my  ordination    promise, 
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made  before  God  and  the  congregation  of  Christ's  Church. 
It  was  as  follows  : — "  I  will  Ijc  ready  with  all  faithful 
diligence,  to  banish  and  drive  away  all  erroneous  and 
strange  doctrines  contrary  to  God's  word ;  and  to  use  both 
public  and  private  monitions  and  exiiortations  as  well  to 
the  sick  as  to  the  whole  within  my  cure,  as  need  jihall 
require,  and  occasion  shall  be  given.  Regarding  my 
people  as  a  great  treasure  committed  to  my  charge,  as  the 
flock  of  Christ,  as  his  spouse  and  his  body,  and  feeling 
that  if  it  shall  happen  that  the  same  Church  or  any  mem- 
ber thereof,  take  any  hurt  or  hindrance  by  reason  of  my 
negligence,  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  great  fault,  and  also 
open  to  the  horrible  punishment  which  would  ensue, 
when  the  blood  of  those  committed  to  me,  shall  be  required 
at  my  hand.  I  feel  urged  on  never  to  cease  my  labour, 
care,  or  diligence,  until  I  have  done  all  that  lietli  in  me  to 
so  discharge  my  bounden  duty  to  them,  as  that  there  shall 
be  left  no  place  among  them  either  for  error  in  religion  or 
for  viciousness  of  life.  Let  me  not,  therefore,  be  charged 
with  a  spirit  of  intolerance,  because  seeing  damnable  and 
strange  doctrine,  I  depart  from  my  general  rule,  a  rule  in 
which  I  am  authorised  both  by  the  spirit  of  my  Church, 
and  the  laws  of  my  country,  of  rather  setting  forth  the 
Faith  and  Doctrines  of  the  Establishment,  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  minister,  than  disputing  with 
those  who  differ  in  custom,  or  it  may  be  in  doctrines,  but 
who  still  stand  upon  the  common  ground  of  using  only 
God's  word  as  the  foundation  of  their  faith.  Whilst  I 
shall  never  fear  but  that  I  can  give  an  account  of  the  faith 
— and  am  willing  when  called  upon  by  duty,  to  maintain 
that  the  faith  I  hold  is  that  of  Christ  ;  still  I  ever  have 
held  my  own  profession,  without  wishing  to  attack  that  of 
any  other — but  when  error  so  gross — and  consequences  so 
dreadful  to  my  people — as  the  mingling  with  and  giving 
equal  authority  to  a  fiction  with  the  word  of  the  living 
God,  is  mamtained — and  some  falling  from  the  Baptism  of 
Christ,  become  among  the  lapsed,  and  open  to  the  temporal 
and  eternal  consequences,  I  could  not  hold  mv  peace  and 
approve  my  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God. 

One  word    more — fearing    that    some    mav    forget    the 
admonition  of  Christ  to  his    disciples,    when    speaking    of 
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the  future  delusions  which  should  arise — and  the  divers 
and  strange  doctrines  wliich  would  aliound,  he  thus  cau- 
tioned them  as  to  their  conduct:  "  And  when  they  shall 
say  to  you,  see  here,  or  see  there  ;  go  not  after  them,  nor 
follow  them."  I  would  affectionately  warn  you  not  to  go 
to  hear  evil,  lest  you  partake  thereof,  not  to  countenance 
so  awful  a  heresy  by  your  presence,  lest  ye  be  ranked 
with  the  heretical  and  ill  affected.  Men  are  soon  led  to 
evil  ;  it  is  as  leaven,  and  works  silently  and  surely.  I 
charge  you,  before  God,  to  separate  yourselves  from  them, 
and  to  remember  the  admonition  of  God  :  "Thou  shalt 
not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil."  There  is  one  remark 
also  which  I  feel  bound  to  make  ;  with  but  two  exceptions, 
those  who  have  been  induced  to  join  themselves  to  this 
delusive  sect,  and  who  belong  to  my  parish,  have  never 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  parish  Church.  Does 
not  this  speak  plainly  of  the  danger  of  neglecting  the 
service  of  God  in  his  House  ?  May  God  hereby  warn 
vou,  not  to  nefjlect  the  assembiina:  of  yourselves  together 
in  the  ordinances  of  His  appointment.  Of  these  two 
cases — one  has  already  renounced  the  delusion  :  may  God 
enable  her  to  repent,  and  turn  to  Him  for  mercy. 

C.  S.  BUSH,  Bj 

Over    Peover,    Feb.   5,   1840. 
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J.  Swinnerton,  Printer,  Macclesfield. 
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